Autopsy Technician

What do they do?

Autopsy Technicians are part of the larger Medical Assistant category of occupations
and they assist Pathologists in autopsies by organizing and cataloguing forensic and
medical autopsy tissue. Autopsy Technicians are also responsible for preparing and
checking completeness of all required documentation.

Where do they work?

Autopsy Technicians typically work in hospitals or research centers. They may also
work in morgues or funeral homes.

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the average yearly income for Autopsy
Technicians is $35,850.

Typical Duties of an
Autopsy Technician:

Assist with forensic and pediatric autopsies, collection of evidence
and collection of laboratory specimens.

Manage the storage and retrieval of archived materials.
Maintain autopsy logs.

Maintain autopsy equipment and instruments.

Assist in transporting bodies to the morgue.

Coordinate all agencies involved with a case including coroners,
funeral homes, and families.

Obtain autopsy permits and review completeness of death
packets.

Important Skills, Knowledge
and Abilities:

Attention to detail

Verbal and Written Communication

Ability to work in a team and independently
Knowledge of laboratory safety requirements

Organization skills

Job Outlook:

Autopsy Technicians have a great outlook as they are always in need. The U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics includes Autopsy Technicians with Medical Assistants. Job outlook for this group is
expected to grow 18 percent between 2020-2030, which is much faster than the average across all
occupations.
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